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1.  Introduction  

Hospitality New Zealand (Hospitality NZ) is a member-led, not-for-profit organisation 
representing approximately 3,000 businesses, including cafés, restaurants, bars, nightclubs, 
commercial accommodation, country hotels and off-licences. 

 Hospitality NZ represents the majority of venue operators, operating class 4 gaming machines 
outside of casino’s and the club sector. Association membership accounts for over 700 venues 
that host gaming machines operated nationwide to raise funds for the community and 
provide entertainment to patrons.  

 Hospitality New Zealand is committed to working with Gisborne District Council in order to 
develop a practical and effective Gambling Venue Policy 

We support the New Zealand Gambling Law Guide research paper “Gaming Machine 
Gambling Statistics and Research Paper – Information for Territorial Authorities” and that the 
paper should be read and considered by Gisborne District Council as part of its review.  The 
paper is available for download at this link 

http://www.gamblinglaw.co.nz/download/Research/TAInfo.pdf 

2.  Current Gambling Venue Policy (2015) 

Section 5.2 Where Class 4 venues may be relocated  
 

Class 4 venues may only be established on relocation in the Inner Commercial Zone as defined 
by the Port Operative Regional Land & District Plan for the Gisborne District. 
 
Hospitality NZ supports the current policy and in particular the ability to relocate premises 
under certain criteria.  This is an entirely pragmatic approach and recognises that on occasion 
businesses are required to relocate due to circumstances out of their control 

 
3. Draft Gambling Venue Policy 2019 
 

Section 5.2 Where Class 4 venues may be relocated  
 

Council does not permit the relocation of Class 4 venues under any circumstance 
 
Hospitality NZ does not support this section of the draft policy.  This approach will have the 
effect of killing businesses which are forced to relocate away from their current premises.  
There is at least one gambling venue which will need to vacate their premises due to the 
building not meeting the required standards for earthquake risk.  Given the age of buildings 
in the Inner Commercial Zone it is likely that other venues may be similarly affected.  
Hospitality NZ considers this proposed change to the Gambling Venue Policy is unreasonable 
and can only result in the closure of businesses which are trading in a compliant manner, 
provide employment and generate considerable funds for community projects, clubs and 
other organisations. 
 



5. Summary and Recommendations  
 

Hospitality New Zealand does not support the proposal to prevent venue relocation and 
recommends the retention of Section 5.2 as is included in the current Policy 2015. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this community consultation and will 
continue to be available for further consultation on this important issue. 
 
We would like an opportunity to speak to Council to discuss the points raised in this 
submission. 
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