hospilaldy

14 September 2023

Justice Committee

Parliament Buildings

Wellington

Via email: ju@parliament.govt.nz

RE: Sale and Supply of Alcohol (Cellar Door Tasting) Amendment Bill

Tena koe,

Hospitality New Zealand (Hospitality NZ) is a member-led, not-for-profit organisation
representing around 2,500 businesses, ranging across cafés, restaurants, bars, nightclubs,
commercial accommodation, country hotels, and off-licences. We have a 121-year history of
advocating on behalf of the hospitality and tourism sector.

We are writing to you to express our support for the Sale and Supply of Alcohol (Cellar Door
Tasting) Amendment Bill.

Hospitality NZ has a number of winery restaurants as members, offering a high-quality dining
experience. The experiences that wineries deliver across Aotearoa also add great value to our
tourism sector, which intertwines closely with hospitality.

This Bill better aligns the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act with the cellar door offering. Wineries
with an off-licence can give away samples to visitors, but may not charge the same visitors for
those same samples unless they obtain an on-licence (which comes with additional compliance
measures and costs). Under the current environment, any cellar door with an off-licence may
only attempt to recoup costs incurred by selling wine. Allowing winery cellar doors to charge
visitors for samples to help cover their operating costs will not change the low-risk nature of
their tasting operations, but may significantly increase their viability.

For our membership, the Bill will correct the anomaly that forces most wineries with restaurants
to apply for their winery cellar door off-licence via a separate business. Forcing wineries to create
a new business simply to obtain an off-licence unnecessarily adds cost and complexity, and does
nothing to advance the object of the Act. Rectifying the fact that wineries do not currently have
an off-license category equivalent to other hospitality businesses is an important feature of this
Bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the Sale and Supply of Alcohol (Cellar Door Tasting)
Amendment Bill. We do not wish to appear before the Select Committee.

Nga mihi nui,

e

Steve Armitage
Chief Executive
Hospitality New Zealand
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